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INTRODUCTION
Miami is a city that one must visit to truly
understand its charm. Perhaps because
of its relaxed, tropical atmosphere, its
unique twist of Latin culture, or the
beautiful, ever-changing city skyline- but
Miami is a city that will almost certainly
enchant anyone who has experienced it.
Anyone visiting the city of Miami can
expect to have access to some of the
most beautiful natural sights that the USA
has to offer, including two world-famous
national parks (The Everglades and Bay of
Biscayne) and multiple white sand
beaches set against the sapphire waters
of the Florida coast. Visitors and
residents alike can enjoy these natural
treasures through the numerous water
sports and activities on offer throughout
the city coast.

While natural beauty features heavily into
Miami’s charm, the true magic of the city
comes from the people who inhabit it.
Due to the city’s proximity to the
Caribbean (and thus Latin America), there
is a huge, unique mix of Latin influences
that
have
inspired
vibrant
cuisine,
dancing, and architecture that cannot be
replicated in other cities.
Because of all of this, a huge number of
tourists visit the city each year (the
second most visited city in the USA) and
many more choose to uproot their life to
work or study within one of the many
prestigious institutions of Miami. While
the city is a hospitable environment for
most, like any other, there are certain
tips and tricks that one can utilize to
become fully acquainted with the city. In
this guide, you can find some of the most
important
information
necessary
to
carving
a
successful
hospitality
career/educational experience in Miami

MIAMI
The average hospitality student/professional
has a lot of countries and cities to choose
from when searching for the perfect starting
point from which to base their career. One of
the most popular and most prestigious
options are available in Miami, USA.
Starting with the USA: while it was certainly
not the first country to develop a strong
hospitality industry, the USA has arguably
been the site of some of its greatest
developments. From spawning legendary
hotel chains (such as the Hilton, Four
Seasons, W Hotels, and many more) to
making way for some fantastic innovations
within the industry that we take for granted
today (such as reservation systems, in-room
TV, and 24h room service!) The USA has
historically and is continuing to be an
important country for hospitality innovation
and growth. This, in turn, makes it an
exciting place for any student in the
industry.

For students and professionals alike,
Miami offers the perfect landscape of
opportunities to gain experience in a
luxurious hotel, be on the floor of
hospitality innovation and immerse
themselves in a new culture!

Another, less obvious reason why the USA
is perfect for hospitality students is its
huge saturation of cultures. As a country
often described as “the melting pot” after
the sheer scale of its diversity, anyone
spending time in the USA can expect to
experience a number of
cultures and
nationalities. As hospitality has become
increasingly globalized, having such a
cultural awareness is extremely important.
It’s no secret that Miami is an ideal
location for hospitality students. Due to its
beautiful beaches, vibrant nightlife, and
bustling cityscape, Miami is the second
most visited city in the USA by foreign
tourists. As a result, a very robust and
profitable hotel and restaurant scene have
been built to accommodate all
tourists.
Due to the huge flow of cash into the
tourism industry of the city, it can be
considered a hugely significant site for
future innovation of the industry. Lastly, as
Miami features such a huge mix of cultures
(even by American standards) anyone
wanting to soak up a number of new
cultures to enhance their skills will be in
the right place.

Working in Miami:
the best hotels and
restaurants in the city
One of the main reasons why a hospitality student
may choose the city of Miami as their campus is the
high concentration of luxury hotels in the area.
Miami has often been considered a "playground" for
many tourists, both from the U.S. and around the
world, and as a result, a diverse and robust hotel
industry has formed within the city to cater to its
many tourists.
With so many hotels in a city like this, it can be
difficult to decide on the best place for a
hospitality student to begin their career. Well,
we've got you covered! Check out some of the
most well-known and luxurious hotels you could
work at through your course with Hospitality
Academy Miami.

Faena Hotel Miami Beach
Faena is a relatively small and young hotel
group, having opened in 2015 and consisting of
3 properties. Where it lacks in experience, it
more than makes up for in prestige and
reputation, at the centre of its flagship hotel:
Faena Hotel Miami Beach
When Faena Miami Beach opened, the founding
principle behind it was to provide both the
guests and the surrounding community a
cultural focal point which they can experience
and enjoy. In fact, the Faena was built on the
site of the Saxony hotel, which, in its prime,
hosted the likes of Marilyn Monroe and Frank
Sinatra. Aside from the history of the location
itself, Faena’s decor was designed intricately
by many talented designers and held under the
creative scrutiny of Hollywood film-maker Baz
Luhrmann and his Academy Award-winning
designer wife Catherine Martin. When reviewing
the hotel, Forbes staff pointed out the
following as being of spectacular quality:

The intricately designed and impressively
collected/constructed artwork of the hotel,
including its very own welcoming spectacle
of a lobby, “the cathedral” (named for its
grandiose pillars from its original Saxony
design) as well as the crowning jewel of the
hotel’s vast art collection: a 10 ft tall woolly
mammoth skeleton encased in gold.
The thorough service provided by the staff
both at the hotel poolside and the very own
private beach of the hotel: Playa Faena
The 22,000 square foot South American
style spa, Tierra Santa Healing House
complete with all the amenities one could
wish for.
Faena is the perfect hotel for guests wanting to
soak in the cultural atmosphere of the USA
without ever even leaving the lobby. Faena is
also a great location for any aspiring hotelier
who enjoys the finer things in life and would like
to immerse this appreciation into their career.

1 Hotel
1 Hotel, also part of the SH Group, is one of the most innovative brands within the
industry. The overall philosophy of the brand is to interlink the hospitality industry
with the rejuvenation of the environment. A relatively new addition to the hospitality
world, in 2015 1 Hotel exploded onto the scene with its first property in South
Beach, Miami. From this point, 1 Hotel would propel itself to multiple destinations
across the USA as well as Mexico, Australia, and China.
A large part of the hotel’s success and prestige is the ethical philosophy that the
brand holds. 1 Hotel is the largest hotel brand to become fully committed to
sustainability, this comes both through environmental and social considerations.
Below are just some of the initiatives that 1 Hotel has sponsored/taken onboard:
Implemented numerous water, power, and waste systems in each of the group’s
hotel branches to minimize the environmental footprint
Reliance on responsibly sourced, fair trade, environmentally-friendly ingredient
sources for all outlets
Responsibly sourced, natural products used in the construction of facilities
Partnering with local and nationwide charities to assist communities in which the
hotel resides (this includes environmental advocacy, feeding those in need, and
many more)
To say that this is just the tip of the iceberg is an understatement. 1 Hotel is a
brand that lives and breathes ethical business practices. On top of this, they are
also committed to providing a luxury experience to all of their guests and
employees.

W - Miami
With an unbeatable downtown location in the
city's Brickell neighborhood, the W Miami is a
luxury property from Starwood Hotels and
Resorts. The W Miami redefines expectations and
maximizes potential, with stylish venues and
cutting-edge technology. All luxe studios and
suites are complete with contemporary decor and
ocean views, plus many other deluxe amenities.
Fifty floors high, W Miami's rooftop, Whisper
Cocktail Lounge offers guests a truly majestic
setting to enjoy the breathtaking views of the
electric city. Complete with luxurious dining
options including the renowned 15th & Vine
Kitchen and Bar, known for its unique dining
experience and unforgettable modern cuisine.

NEIGHBORHOODS
& HOUSE SHARING
IN MIAMI
As your accommodation will be the
“basecamp” for your entire Miami
experience, it is important to choose
carefully. Below is a list of tips for
searching for your first accommodation
in the city, a description of the more
popular neighborhoods in the area, and
a few resources to get you started.

Prepare to pay at least a 2-month
deposit if you are renting an
apartment
Prepare
yourself
Association Deposit

to

pay

an

Try to organize your accommodation
before you arrive in the U.S.
It is advisable to organize short term
accommodation for when you arrive,
then go house searching in person this will help to avoid scams and
poorly represented accommodation
For
participants
going
to
Key
Biscayne, try to find accommodation
within Key Biscayne as buses can be
unreliable and work only until 11 pm.

Housing resources
Craigslist – Once you are in the city this is
your best bet for anything. Be it a shared
apartment, a studio, or even a shared
room!
Make
sure
to
look
at
the
accommodation before committing as
there are always scams around!
Apartments.com – Depending on your
budget and preferred locations, you will
find a variety of housing options.
Zillow.com – Find a large selection of
offers and housing opportunities.

Neighborhoods
Brickell - Known as the financial district of
the city of Miami, Brickell is a sprawling
and luxurious neighborhood situated next
to the glittering beauty that is the Bay of
Biscayne. The area is characterized by
luxurious condominiums, numerous fine
dining restaurants, and well-kept scenery.
This part of the city is also where some of
the main luxury hotel chains reside.

Edgewater - Earning its name from
the neighborhood’s proximity to the
shore,
Edgewater
is
situated
between downtown and the bay. Its
location makes it perfect for those
wanting to live the ideal beach
lifestyle
while
not
sacrificing
practicality and access to the city.

Coconut Grove - Founded by a
collection of artists and visitors from
the Bahamas- the location is known
as a perfect mix between “Bohemian
and Bahamian”. Hugging both the Bay
of
Biscayne
and
within
close
proximity of Downtown Miami, the
neighborhood
holds
a
central
location without being plagued by the
noise and business of the city.

THINGS TO SEE/DO
Biscayne National Park: This park consists of 300
square miles of water, islands, and reef. Tours of the
park often involve kayaking, canoeing, or glass-bottom
boats. Snorkeling here is unmatched.
Florida Keys: The chain consists of 1,700 islands
jutting off the tip of Florida, but the largest ones are
connected by one long road, a fabulous coral reef,
and nothing else.
Orlando Theme Parks: Orlando is home to numerous
theme parks and choosing just the right one may seem
daunting. Walt Disney World, of course, is a popular
choice, but there is also Universal Studio, SeaWorld,
and numerous water parks.

Within Miami, there
are almost unlimited
things to see and
do within and near
the city. A visitor
can feel spoiled for

Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden: An 83-acre botanic
garden including an extensive variety of plant species
and variations.
South Beach: Known as the Miami hot spot, from
shopping to nightlife, this might be one of the most
vibrant places in the city. Don’t forget to explore or
admire Art Deco Architecture!

choice or even
overwhelmed when
choosing their todo-list. That’s why
we have you
covered! Here are
just a few of our
recommendations:

Miami Zoo: The climate allows the zoo to have a wide
variety of species from Asia, Australia, and Africa. The
Miami Zoo is one of the first free-range zoos in which
the animals roam free between species.

Miami Design Art District: Explore the iconic
District Neighborhood dedicated to art, culture,
fashion, design, and architecture. From design
stores to some of the most delicious and
beautifully designed restaurants, Miami Design
Art District is easily a full-day activity. Art lovers
will be pleased to find a range of museums,
exhibitions and public sculptures, the District has
something for everyone. The Art District hosts a
variety of weekly events for the public to
experience and enjoy. Make sure to check the
calendar in advance for a unique experience in
the District.
Wynwood District: Known as Miami's creative
and cultural hub, the Wynwood District has
become one of the world's hippy hangouts. The
neighborhood used to be filled with empty
warehouses, but is now home to contemporary
art and Instagram-worthy murals. In addition to
art, the District is also home to craft breweries,
various taquerias, independent shops, and some
incredible bars. Wynwood is home to over 70
galleries, making it a must-visit on your Miami todo list.

PLACES TO EAT
Yardbird Southern Table & Bar: The ideal rustic location for any
foodie! Famous for it's Southern cuisine, you must try theYardbird’s
fried chicken!
Coyo Taco: This grilled meat taco emporium has lines out the door
from open until close. Their creations like cactus tacos, Pollo al
pastor, and carne asada have taken over the city.
Eating House: Giorgio Rapicavoli manages to get us to line up for
brunch EVERY Sunday - even in oppressive humidity.
Toni’s Sushi Bar: This spot became a fast favorite for beach denizens
who want great, affordable sushi and don’t want to drive to the
mainland to get it.
Fiesta, Mexican Cuisine: A locals favourite for it's incredible dishes on
a budget! You can get one of the platters with a quesadilla, taco, or
enchilada, served with refried beans, Mexican rice, and chips for under
$7!
Zest Miami: Fresh, Caribbean-inspired fare served alongside a menu
that’s also chock - full of hearty meat dishes.

HOW
HOSPITALITY
ACADEMY CAN
ASSIST YOU
By now, you may be convinced that Miami is the place for you, and are a little more wellequipped to start your new life in this buzzing tropical metropolis that we call home to our
campus. However, there are still many hurdles you will have to overcome in order to make
your dream a reality. Fortunately, Hospitality Academy offers numerous opportunities for
you to excel in Miami and make it your home for as long as required, here are just 5 of our
most proud qualities:

1) JOB ASSISTANCE

2) EXCLUSIVE ACCESS TO
OUR CAMPUS

Miami may be the home to some of
the most luxurious and prestigious
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3) VISA ASSISTANCE
While the USA is a haven for anyone wanting to pursue a prestigious
education or gain a valued experience, one of the biggest hurdles for many
trying to achieve this is the visa. While it has always been difficult to obtain a
valid visa for the USA, in recent years it has gotten to be even harder.
Fortunately, we are able to assist you in acquiring the F1 student visa, this will
allow you to both study, and partake in paid work experiences in one of our
partner hotels.

4) ACCREDITED PROGRAMS
While Hospitality Academy has numerous additional perks that set it apart, at
its core it is a school and our main “perk” is our accredited MBA programs.
Within the American hospitality industry (and many others worldwide)
education is placed above almost everything when looking for positions.
Therefore an accredited MBA can be considered an extremely useful step-up
if applying in the US market.

5) ASSISTANCE WITH FURTHER CAREER DEVELOPMENT POST-PROGRAM
We understand that professional aspirations do not end at the school, in fact,
this post-education period is where the majority of your professional
development will occur. Fortunately, through our program, you will be able to
pursue a 12-month work experience in Miami, under the same visa. In some
cases, you can even pursue a separate visa to extend your stay. Whether you
decide to stay in Miami or take your career elsewhere, Hospitality Academy
will be able to assist you

STUDENT
ADVICE

Where to study, Miami student
discounts and Miami student life

Moving to a new place can be both exciting and daunting at the same time, especially
if you're working and studying. But, having a busy schedule does not mean you are
unable to enjoy yourself in a city that works hard and parties even harder. Making the
most of your student life is essential, as it will be an experience you will remember for
the rest of your life. To ensure you don't embark on this adventure alone, we are
sharing our finest Miami recommendations with you. We have shortlisted the best
places to study, shared some important advice and included amazing student discount
deals to make the most of your student life in Miami
The fun thing about studying in Miami is that you have plenty of aesthetically pleasing
places to choose from. Whether you're looking for a quiet corner to study for your
exams, a more vibrant coffee shops or a cozy place by the beach, we've got you
covered.
STUDY NOOKS
Book & Books: An
independently
owned
bookstore makes for a perfect study spot. You
can choose to study within the small library or
soak in the sunshine on their open air terrace.
Brewing Buddha Cafe and Arthouse: Studying in
an artistic coffee shop should be on your Miami to
do list. Brewing Buddha offers great coffee and
delicious food to keep you going throughout the
day.
Tea & Poets: A great space for tea lovers, Tea &
Poets have a great space for studying or group
work. Explore a new area, try out tea flavors and
expand your horizons.
La Vie en Juice: Hop on the Miami health kick at
this great beach juice bar. Located by the beach, it
is an ideal place to catch up on your reading and
soak up the sunshine.
Panther Coffee: If you're looking for a great
coffee, Panther is the place for you. The cozy
interior makes for a great space to study and
work.

LIBRARIES
Coconut Grove Library: A historic library
hidden among palm trees is ideal for a quiet
study location. The spacious library was
founded in 1895 and recently received a
historic mark.
Richter Library: The University of Miami
campus library offers a wide variety of study
areas and rooms to choose from. There is
plenty of space to emerge yourself in the
student life.
Miami Beach Regional Library: If you're
looking for a quiet space, the Regional
Library should be your pick. Its incredible
location enables you to divide your time
between study and beach life perfectly.
Miami-Dade Main Library: Located in
Downtown Miami, it is one of the biggest
libraries. It offers great working spaces as
well as any additional resources you may
need.

STUDENT ADVICE
1) Always carry your student ID with you
2) If student discounts are not advertised,
do not be shy to ask
3) Explore your options: many companies
offer student discounts, make sure you get
the best deal
4) Change your environment: explore new
areas, immerse yourself into the culture, be
open to new experiences
5) Make the most of your adventure abroad

STUDENT
DISCOUNTS
Much like any other paradise destination, Miami has a lot to offer but, the
experiences can get a little bit pricey. Luckily, a number of places offer discounts
with your student ID card. As a student, you have unlocked a whole new world of
discounts throughout the city. We have collected some of the best discount
options Miami has to offer.
Make sure to join UniDays and Student Beans for free and/or the International
Student Identity Card (ISIC) to get notified of discounts in the area and other
student perks.

AMC Theaters: On top of daily 30%
off tickets until 4pm, AMC Theaters
offers further savings for students.
Pick your favorite movie and enjoy the
experience.
FedEx: At FedEx you can get up to a
30% discount on selected shipping
fees. Share your Miami experience
with friends and family by sending a
small package.
ClubX: With a student discount, your
monthly gym membership is only $59
USD at ClubX. A great way to use
your student perks and stay in shape!
Costco Wholesale: When you sign up
for a new membership as a student,
Costco rewards you with a $20 USD
shop card to use.

Shopping: A variety of stores across the
country offer great student discounts, up
to 15% off! Shop at some of the most
popular brands such as Nike, TopShop,
PacSun, ASOS, Adidas and more while
using your student discount.
Fast food: Show your student ID and get
10-20% off Krispy Kreme donuts, Subway,
Taco Bell, Waffle House and more! Emerge
yourself in the American food culture and
try all their favorites
Museums: Most museums offer some sort
of

student

discount.

It

may
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not

advertised on their website but don't be
hesitant to ask and show your ID. Perez Art
Museum, Museum of Contemporary Art,
ZooMiami,
Garden,

Fairchild

History

Miami

Tropical
and

Botanic

more

offer

student discounts.
Public transportation: Depending on which
company/service you use, check to see
their student discount offers. They may
differ across the city but just make sure to
always have your student ID on you.
Spotify: Enjoy 50% off premium and only
pay $0.99 for the first 3 months! With the
monthly subscription you can also get Hulu
and Showtime only for $4.99.
Amazon Prime: Enjoy the first 6 months for
free and then pay only $6.49 a month for
next day delivery and video on demand.

ALL THE SKILLS
YOU NEED TO
SUCCEED IN THE
WORLD OF
HOSPITALITY !

CONTACT US

78 SW 7th St, Brickell, Miami,
FL 33130, United States
+1 (786) 220 3452

admissions@pihospitalityacademy.com

www.pihospitalityacademy.com/

